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Nagaoka High—School
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Settaya Scene in
his birthplace.
Ohta—Gawa River
in close—up view
and Kanakura Yama
in Yamakoshi

in distant view.

KAWAKAMI Shirou (1889-1983)

This painting is a work of KAWAKAMI Shirou, whose birthplace was
near here. He drew this painting from the causeway around here in his
highschool days.

[ think you can easily identify this mountain in the painting.

He is known as one of the pioneers establishing new category for
children drawing. The category of the children drawing to that of
ordinary drawing is thought similar to the relationship between
children song (nursery rhyme) and popular song.

This painting is displayed in the museum of the Nagaoka High school,
where he went to.
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”Croft of backyard” in the Adachi Museum Typical children’s drawing

The left is his typical drawing of “fairy pictures”. This is a possesion
of the Adachi Museum, Shimane. one of the best known in Japanese
Art collection.He had established a new picture world, fairy pictures.
Fairy pictires versus normal pictures, equivalent to novels versus fairs
stories.

NI 2 DA TH A,

HAEREDK TR AR B THDHN, W7l D

I EDIEDOUT- A BB TH DD, B HIZUT ICHE DI TED.,

FEFITEENTHS,

CBrig BT E Eich b, /N, His another field of specialty,

BEES —FFEALEZET animal and plant art.

HoiLs, ) He studied under FUJISHIMA
Takeji.

HOM AR ARFE 45.5X53.0 cm

B ST ST T R

RANTEBEDBREIEELZL CWDHOIHiEZ , TR SIEWIZEDRIS LY
=HDE, HILATEDRRTEHED TODDIET-ELT-HDAHN,
HOFKD B O—G SR E T, L SEEEAES TH D,

MfG_]_artists_related_to_Settaya JI| F/E&h_2



2. BARZAET)I—B

BINSADFERIENSJETRIE | OFT, JEE—FEEDH-T-H)I|— B D E,
BUOROBP T, —HEHOEEZFER TELHOIE., TIEHLWZEZE B VET,
(LLF ORI HNTIE, R—F AL VR - AR (2008) DR HiA B I LELT, )

(1) HE% OFEJE 18934 (AA1H26) —19914F (SF£hK3)

I —BUL, 21 DO L& I U THIW - TG 19144 D SR 2 (72D a3
AN AR ICH M, A BOFEHBIEICREOLN, BFEERLEEL
(ZELHARERE L. BARR T 4 — T 4 AL DM E OEEA RO TLREHEAT,
[FMTAEEN T, TEIWRRIZZ vREEY U XM -T2 TH D, FRE~
PR THONDOINDINTHENTPITILINEBIZEEH X TNTZDT
55| EI R TNDINNT, FINZESTHEBEDIRERST-DIE, 3%
HEREN A HE] (L9104F AT 2o TR &Sz Ty ke XTh -7,
LItk BIRZRIEANE . BIREDRBZZ DN EOE &5 F) 1| — B O E ZEH
(XL EST, BRI EIZBRBIL Dk | BRI T In7z,
INFGE MU ERITTHIB L TOA T T800 S A 2 DLV V),
FINTHARTE T T, EOEMBEZFELTEY, EFLELTH AR E,
— B, KRB () oA HHE =5 L2358 /N B KRR 2 PHT e T 2
2O FEERBRIEITH LA TV, I OEDDITHED 72 B IR L BV R EN
JEUBIL, FEBANKDNE, 19754 kB a 25, YLD 78 R,

At the age of 21, Nakagawa drew his first oil painting, which Kishida Ryusei,
one of leading painters of the time, recognized Nakagawa’s talent.
Since that time, he had pursued his own mood of paintings.

The fundamental sources for Nakagawa’s painting style were Van Gogh
and Cezanne, who were introduced to Japan by the literary magazine
Shirakaba (founded in 1910) . In his own words, he came to know these two
artists at just the right time, as they taught him that he did not have to
attend art school, but could follow their styles of painting instead.
Thereafter, Nakagawa looked to nature as his teacher and believed that
grappling with nature first —hand was a way for a painter to progress.

Besides drawings, he produces many calligraphy works, making it a popular
calligrapher. Nakagawa joined with Kosugi Misei (Hoan) and Ishii Tsuruzo to
form the Rosokai, a group that aimed to study Chinese classics and
calligraphy under the guidance of the Sinologist, Koda Rentaro.

Nakagawa’s own calligraphy manifests an assured composition

and strong spirituality. He received a medal called the “Order of Cultural
Merit” in 1975, one of the highest honors as a cultural person in Japan.
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